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MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2007 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Long 

Beach Planning Commission was begun and held in the 

Superintendent of Educations Office on February 8, 2007.  

The same being the time and place fixed for holding said 

meeting. 

 There were present and in attendance on said 

Commission and at the meeting the following named persons, 

Commission Co-Chairman, Tony VanCourt, Tonda Yandell 

David Serrato Frank Reed, Rod Rishell, Planning Commission 

Advisor Bill Hessell, and Minutes Clerk Mimi McMath. 

 Commission Frank Olaivar, Joseph Sweetapple, Dale 

Stogner and Zoning Officer Ken Price were absent the meeting.  

 Chairman VanCourt recognized Jeff Bounds, Smart Code 

Consultant who was in attendance at tonight’s meeting. 

There being a quorum present sufficient to transact the 

business of the Planning Commission, the meeting was called 

to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following proceedings were had 

and done. 

********************************************************************** 

The Chairman called for public comment and no one 

came forward. 

********************************************************************** 

 The Commission Chairman stated that all decisions 

made at this meeting would have to be ratified by the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen at their next regularly scheduled 

meeting of February 13, 2007 and subject to a ten-day appeal 

for a Public Hearing. 

********************************************************************** 

 Commissioner Yandell made a motion seconded by 

Commissioner Reed and unanimously carried to approve 

Planning Commission Minutes of January 25. 2007. 
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LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 The first item to come before the Commission was a 

continuation of a Public Hearing.  The applicant Keith 

Bougious has applied for property located on Commission 

Road be re-zoned from R-1 to a Planned Unit Development for 

Residential Use. 

 Mr. Blake Mendrop, Engineer for the applicant, came 

forward to present to the Commission all required documents 

that were requested.  The Chairman ordered all documents to 

be placed into the record as follows: 
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After a short discussion Commissioner Reed made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Yandell and unanimously 

carried to approve the PUD-R zone change as submitted 

********************************************************** 

The next item to come before the Commission was a 

PUBLIC HEARING to request a density variance to allow 

Longwood Apartments LLC to increase the density 

requirements by 67 units submitted as follows: 
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MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 8, 2007 

CITY OF LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in 

The Sun Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the 

City of Long Beach and published in Harrison County, LEGAL 

NOTICE, PUBLIC HEARING, as evidenced by the Publisher's 

Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported further that forty two (42) notices of 

Public Hearing were sent by Certified mail, return receipt 

requested, to property owners within two hundred (200') feet of 

the subject property.   Said return receipts were ordered as 

part of the record of these proceedings. 
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 Mr. Larry Rumsey Engineer for the applicant came 

forward.  He stated the units would be three (3) stories and his 

client wished to have 220 units to make it feasible for the 

project to be profitable. 

The Chairman asked if anyone was present who wished 

to speak in favor of the applicant and Gary Ponthieux of 202 

South Seashore came forward. 

The Chairman asked if anyone was present who wished 

to speak against the project and no one came forward. 

Commissioner Serrato made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Reed and unanimously carried to close the 

public hearing. 

After a brief discussion Commissioner Serrato made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Reed to approve the 

applicants request and the Chairman called for the following 

vote: 

Commissioner Serrato     Yes 

Commissioner Yandell    No 

Commissioner Rishell    No 

Commissioner Reed     Yes 

The Chairman breaking the tie vote with a YES declared 

the motion carried. 

****************************************************** 

The Chairman stated for the record that a workshop was 

held prior to tonight’s meeting.  The area being considered for 

the application of SMART CODE, by this Commission will be 

from the North side of Highway 90 to and include Railroad 

Street and Nicholson Avenue South, to Girard Avenue.  The 

density and height will be discussed at the next workshop. The 

next workshop will be held at 6:00 p.m. prior to the next 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission on 

February 22, 2007. 
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The next item to come before the Commission was a 

request for re-subdivision for property located between and 

adjacent to Commission Road and Ray Road as follows along 

with a letter from the City Engineer: 
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 The Commission discussed with the applicants children 

the 2nd paragraph in the City Engineers letter.  They stated 

that the 20’ which could be acquired to widen the bridge at 

Canal No 1 would not make a difference on the lot in question.   

 With this being agreeable to all, Commissioner Yandell 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Reed and 

unanimously carried to approve the Certificate of Re-

Subdivision as submitted. 

********************************************************************** 

The last item to come before the Commission was a Final 

Plat approval submitted by J Levens Builders for Canal Place 

Subdivision submitted as follows along with a letter from the 

City Engineer, David Ball. 
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 Gary Ponthieux came forward representing the applicant.   

 After a brief discussion Commissioner Reed made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Serrato to approve the Final 

Plating of CANAL PLACE SUBDIVISION, provided the applicant  

complies with all City Engineering request and any and all 

other applicable regulations. 

********************************************************************** 

 Commissioner Rishell made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Yandell and unanimously carried to petition the 

Mayor and Board of Aldermen to hire someone to compile a 

new Zoning Book which incorporates all amendments and 

text changes to the existing ordinance as soon as possible. 

********************************************************************** 

 There being no further business to come before the 

Planning Commission at this time Commissioner Rishell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Reed and unanimously 

carried to adjourn the meeting until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting in due course.  The meeting was adjourned 

at. 8:00 p.m. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Tony VanCourt , Planning Commission Co-Chairman 

 

___________________Date 

 

Attest _______________________ 

  Mimi McMath,  

  Planning Commission   

  Minutes Clerk 

 

  


