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MINUTES OF DECEMBER 13, 2007 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Long 

Beach Planning Commission was begun and held at the Long 

Beach School District Central Office, 19148 Commission Road, 

Long Beach, Mississippi on Thursday, November 8, 2007 and 

the same being the time and place fixed for holding said 

meeting. 

 There were present and in attendance on said 

Commission and at the meeting the following named persons: 

Commission Chairman Frank Olaivar, Commissioners Tonda 

Yandell, Roderick Rishel, Joseph Sweetapple, Tony Vancourt, 

Jacquie Lipski, David Serrato, Planning Commission Advisor 

Bill Hessell, Building/Code Official Earl Levens, Zoning 

Enforcement Officer Kenneth Price, and minute clerk Veronica 

Howard.  

 Commissioners Dale Hare and William Owen were absent 

at said meeting.  

 There being a quorum present sufficient to transact the 

business of the Planning Commission, the meeting was called 

to order at 6:30 p.m. and the following proceedings were had 

and done. 

********************************************************************** 

 The Commission Chairman stated that all decisions 

made at this meeting would have to be ratified by the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen at their next regularly scheduled 

meeting of January 18, 2008 and subject to a ten-day appeal 

for a Public Hearing. 

**********************************************************************  

 Commissioner Yandell made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Lipski and unanimously carried to approve 

Planning Commission Minutes of November 8, 2007. 

*********************************** 
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 The first item on the agenda was an APPEAL HEARING, 

for an appeal and objection to the building official’s decision 

submitted by Jason Purvis of Logan & Purvis, PLLC on behalf 

of his client Mrs. Janette Karazelidis as follows: 
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 Jason Purvis, of Logan & Purvis, P.L.L.C, 2211 24th 

Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39502, came forward to state the 

request he stated his clients lost everything in Hurricane 

Katrina and that is why they bought the property, he further 

stated that the realty company advertised the property as 

having commercial and residential zoning. He submitted for 

public record the following petition: 
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 After careful consideration and discussion Commissioner 

Serrato made motion seconded by Commissioner Sweetapple 

and unanimously carried to uphold the Building Officials 

decision and directed the applicant to file a complete 

application for a special exception use.  

 

******************************************* 
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 The next agenda item was a PUBLIC HEARING for a 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE to operate a business in an R-1, 

Zone District submitted by Jason Purvis of Purvis & Logan, 

PLLC of behalf of his client Mrs. Janette Karatzelidis as 

follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in 

The Sun Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the 

city of Long Beach and published in Harrison County, LEGAL 

NOTICE, PUBLIC HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s 

Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that fourteen (14) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, 

to property owners within two hundred (200) feet of the 

subject property. Said return receipts were ordered as part of 

the record of these proceedings. 
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 Jason Purvis of Purvis & Logan PLLC came forward to 

state the request he stated that it was certified to his applicant 

that this property was zoned commercial. He further stated 

that he has been unable to locate Mr. Meadows to prove that 

he was operating a business before the sell of the property. 

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in favor of the request and Mr. Purvis submitted for 

public record the following document: 
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  Virginia Macken of 102 Buena Vista Drive stated 

 that  the  Board needed to take into consideration that 

 things have changed since the storm and that the use is 

 supposed to be “grandfathered” in. 

  Barbara Hendry of 517 Evergreen stated that the 

 Karatzelidis’ have done work for her in the past that they 

 are good, upstanding people, she went on to state that 
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 traffic has not and will not be a problem if they are 

 allowed to operate a business at this location. 

  Mary Najjar stated that she has known the 

 applicants for 20 yrs and they are good wonderful 

 people and that this business would be an asset to  the 

 City of Long Beach. 

  Jamie Allen stated she has no objection to the  

 business but is not in favor of any type zone    

 change. 

  James O’Keefe was in favor. 

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in opposition of the request and the following came 

forward. 

 Martita Pierce of 5535 Gates Avenue came forward, she 

stated that the applicants have done good work, but the land 

is zoned R-1, Residential. She stated that because of the 

condition of Mr. Meadows daughter was the only reason the 

land was being used incorrectly. She stated that the lawyers 

were told that this lot was not commercial before the 

Karatzelidis’ purchased it. She stated she does not believe in 

breaking the law. This use type of use of the land will decrease 

property value; she has lived here 41 years. She stated she 

was told when the Meadows were no longer the owners that 

the business and trailer would leave, she stated Mr. Meadows 

has been gone for one (1) year; this is an R-1 Zoned area the 

City needs to keep it that way. 

 Patrick Pierce 5535 Gates Avenue stated that the real 

estate company was told not to sell the property as commercial 

because it was zoned commercial. Stated that the business 

has not operated in one (1) year and that no documentation 

can be produced showing that it has how can this business be 

reinstated. Stated he owns 17 acres of land that he wants to  
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build on and that this type use of the land will decrease his 

property value and it should be protected by the law. 

 After considerable discussion Commissioner Serrato 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski and 

unanimously carried to close the Public Hearing. 

 After careful discussion Commissioner Rishel made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Serrato and unanimously 

carried to approve the Special Exception use request according 

to Section 613 of the Zoning Ordinance and with the 

stipulation that only one (1) sign could be posted to the 

building and it had to have indirect lighting.  

 

******************************************* 

 

 Next agenda item was a PUBLIC HEARING for a ZONE 

CHANGE request to change the zoning from R-1, Single Family 

Residential to C-3, Neighborhood Commercial submitted by 

Mrs. Mary Kippes as follows:
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in 

The Sun Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the 

City of Long Beach and published in Harrison County, LEGAL 

NOTICE, PUBLIC HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s 

Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that twenty-one (21) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, 

to property owners within two hundred (200’) feet to the 

subject property. Said return receipts were ordered as part of 

the record of these proceedings. 
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 The applicant came forward to state the request she 

stated zoning was changed in 2002 and she was not notified. 

She stated that her appraisal documents read that she was in 

a “C” flood zone and had a C-3 zoning. She stated that she 

wanted her property rezoned to what it was when she bought 

it regardless of what she was going to do with it.

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in favor of the request and the following came forward: 

 Richard Galloway of 20011 Pineville Road stated that 

he was Mrs. Kippes dad and that the property was zoned 

commercial when she purchased it and that Mrs. Kippes relied 

on the City of Long Beach Zoning Map, the City Administration 

made a mistake and it should be changed back to a C-3 

zoning. 

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in opposition of the request and the following came 

forward: 

 Barbara Hendry of 517 Evergreen Drive stated she was 

concerned of what type commercial endeavors might build on 

the property. Also stated she was concerned of the noise and 

the decrease in property value. 

 Wayne Woodall of 104 Maple Cove stated he was there 

representing the residents that lived at 103 and 105 Maple 

Cove also. He stated he purchased the property in 2002 and 

he relied on the Zoning Map showing that the property 

surrounding him was zoned residential and to approve this 

request was spot zoning and would affect his property value. 

He also stated why would Mrs. Kippes want to change the 

zoning if she wasn’t planning on changing the use.  

 After much discussion and careful consideration 

Commissioner Serrato made motion seconded by 
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Commissioner Vancourt and unanimously carried to close the 

Public Hearing. 

 After careful consideration Commissioner Rishel made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Vancourt to deny the 

request based on lack of need. The motion being put to vote by 

the Commission Chairman, the results was as follows: 

 

Commissioner Joseph Sweetapple  voted Nay 

Commissioner Jacqui Lipski   voted Aye 

Commissioner Tony Vancourt   voted Nay 

Commissioner Roderick Rishel   voted Nay 

Commissioner David Serrato   voted Nay 

Commissioner Tonda Yandell   voted Nay 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of the 

Commissioners present and voting, the Commission Chairman 

declared the motion denied. 

 

RESOLVED this the 13th day of December 2007. 

 

    THE CITY OF LONG BEACH 

    BY:        
     FRANK OLAIVAR, COMMISSION CHAIRMAN 
ATTEST: 
 
      
VERONICA HOWARD, CLERK 
 

**************************************** 
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 The next agenda item was a PUBLIC HEARING for a 

VARIANCE request for three (3) street variances, one being 

three (3) feet and the other two (2) being five (5) feet each to 

allow less street frontage than the required seventy-five (75) 

feet submitted by Mr. Patrick Huey as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in 

The Sun Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the 

City of Long Beach and published in Harrison County, LEGAL 

NOTICE, PUBLIC HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s 

Proof of Publication as follows: 

 

 
 



 38

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 13, 2007 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 The Clerk reported that twenty-one (21) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, 

to property owners within two hundred (200’) feet of the 

subject property. Said return receipts were ordered as part of 

the record of these proceedings. 
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 Mr. Huey came forward to state his request. 

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in favor of the request and Harry Mathieu came forward. 

 Commission Chairman called for anyone who wished to 

speak in opposition to the request and no one came forward. 

 After careful consideration and discussion Commissioner 

Yandell made motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski and 

unanimously carried to close the Public Hearing. 

 After considerable discussion Commissioner Yandell 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski and 

unanimously carried to approve the request as submitted. 

 

****************************** 

 

 The next agenda item under OLD BUSINESS was Master 

Plan and Smart after discussion Commissioner Sweetapple 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Rishel and 

unanimously carried to reschedule the Public Hearing for the 

Mixed Use District to January 10, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at 19148 

Commission Road the School Administration Office. 

 

****************************** 

 Next agenda item was Zoning Ordinance #344 Section 

912 Home Occupation text change. Noted for the record no 

action was taken. 

****************************** 

 Next agenda item was Ordinance #533 Long Beach Sign 

Ordinance text change. After Careful and considerable 

discussion Commissioner Lipski made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Yandell and unanimously carried to amend the 

text in Ordinance #533 Long Beach Sign Ordinance as follows: 

 



 40

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 13, 2007 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 Section 5. Permitted Signs According to Zoning Districts 

(b) Signs Permitted in C-1, C-2, C-3, and I Districts. 

Signs permitted in the Central Business District, C-1 Highway 

Commercial District, C-2, the Neighborhood Commercial 

District, C-3, and the Industrial District, I, and restrictions 

thereon are as follows: 

(1) Permitted signs. Permitted signs are defined as: 

Monument; Subdivision Identification; Wall; Nameplate; 

Real Estate; Construction; Political; Canopy; Projecting 

and Roof. 

(2) Monument or Monument Style Signs. One (1) monument 

sign, limited to two face, placed in a landscaped area of 

not less than 250 square feet for each developed parcel 

or premise having a frontage on public right-of-way, not 

to exceed sixty (60) square feet, per side, of sign area is 

permitted. 

(i) Where a parcel has in excess of one hundred (100) feet 

of street frontage, one additional monument sign may 

be erected for each additional one hundred (100) feet 

of street frontage in excess of the first one hundred 

(100) feet of street frontage abutting said parcel. 

(ii) Where a parcel is permitted to have more than one 

monument signs on each parcel shall be not less than 

one hundred (100) feet apart. 

(iii) The total area of all monument signs on each parcel 

shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet of sign area, per 

side, for each sign permitted. 

(iv) All monument signs shall be placed in a manner so 

not to interfere with traffic in any way, or confuse 

traffic, or to present any traffic hazard. 

(v) All monument signs shall be parallel or perpendicular 

to the street unless otherwise required by the City.
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(vi) All monument signs shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in 

heights and shall have a base dimension of 50% or 

more the greatest width of the sign. 

(vii) No part of sign structure shall be closer than ten (10) 

feet to a paved street, a driveway, a sidewalk, the 

nearest easement line, or the nearest right-of-way line 

except with approval from the Building Official. 

(viii) The monument sign base shall be constructed of 

materials similar in appearance to those of the 

principal structure and shall consist of brick, natural 

stone, stucco, textured cast stone, or integrally colored 

concrete masonry units. The structure surrounding 

the face of the sign from the base to the top of the sign 

must be solid, continuous, and color of the principle 

building, materials must be architecturally consistent 

with the building. 

(ix) The sign copy area shall have a minimum clearance of 

20 inches above ground level. 

(x) The base width dimension is 50% or more the greatest 

width of the sign. 

 

****************************** 

 

The next agenda item under NEW BUSINESS was FINAL PLAT 

approval for Oak Haven Subdivision submitted by Jeff & 

Debra Savarese as follows: 
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 After careful consideration Commissioner Yandell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Serrato and unanimously 

carried to approve the Plat contingent upon the 

acknowledgement and Signature block being corrected and the 

City Engineers recommendations. 

 
****************************** 

 

 The next agenda item was HOME OCCUPATION approval 

submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nolan for property located 

at 135 South Lang Avenue as follows: 
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 Applicant came forward to state the request. 

 Commission Chairman asked applicant if he had received 

a copy of Section 912 HOME OCCUPATION of the City of Long 

Beach Zoning Ordinance and he that stated he had and is 

willing to comply. 
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 After discussion Commissioner Rishel Made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Serrato to approve the request as 

submitted.  
 

****************************** 

 

 Next agenda item under New Business was Home 

Occupation approval submitted by Mr. Michael Mulligan for 

property located at 129 Richards Avenue as follows: 
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 Applicant was not present to state the request the matter 

was table. 

****************************** 

 

 Next agenda was PLANNING COMMISSION approval to 

place temporary sign at the corner of Jeff Davis Avenue and 

Hwy 90 submitted by Mr. Shawn Humphrey as follows: 
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 Applicant came forward to state his request, he stated he 

moved his business from Gulfport to Long Beach, he has 

clients traveling to Long Beach and there is no sign at the end 

of Jeff Davis Avenue directing traffic onto Jeff Davis Avenue. 

 After careful consideration and discussion Commissioner 

Sweetapple motioned seconded by Commissioner Serrato and 

unanimously carried to allow a sign to remain in place until 

the City was able to place a street sign in its place. 

 
****************************** 

 Next agenda item was PLANNING COMMISSION approval 

to place an ICE VENDING MACHINE at 7011 Beatline Road 

submitted by Mr. David Talley as follows: 
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 Applicant came forward to state request. 

 After careful discussion Commissioner Yandell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Serrato and unanimously 

carried to approve the request as submitted. 
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 There being no further business to come before the 

Planning Commission at this time Commissioner Vancourt 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski and 

unanimously carried to recess the meeting to Thursday, 

December 20, 2007, at 3:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

Frank Olaivar, Chairman     Date 

 

 

Attest            

  Veronica Howard, Minute Clerk   


