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 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Long Beach 

Planning Commission of the City of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun 

and held at the Long Beach School District Central Office, 19148 

Commission Road, in said City and the same being the time and place 

fixed for holding said meeting.  

 

 There were present and in attendance on said Commission and at 

the meeting the following named persons: Commission Chairman Frank 

Olaivar, Commissioners, Barney Hill, Dale Hare, Tonda Yandell, Maurice 

Warren, Tony Vancourt, Jacquie Lipski, David Serratto, Planning 

Commission Advisor Bill Hessell, Building/Code Official Earl Levens, and 

Minutes Clerk Veronica Howard.  

 

 Commissioner Roderick Rishel was absent the meeting. 

 
  There being a quorum present sufficient to transact the 

business of this regular scheduled meeting the following proceedings 

were had and done. 

 

******************************** 
 

 The meeting was called to order and the Commission Chairman 

stated that all decisions made at this meeting would need to be ratified 

by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen at their next regularly scheduled 

meeting of April 21, 2009, and subject to a ten-day appeal time for a 

Public Hearing. 

 
******************************** 

 

After careful review and consideration Commissioner Yandell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski and unanimously carried to 

approve the Planning Commission minutes of March 26, 2009 as 

submitted. 

 

******************************** 
 

 Commission Chairman Frank Olaivar recused himself from 

meeting. Vice-Chairman, Tony Vancourt, presided in the absence of the 

Chairman. 
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It came for consideration the public hearing to consider an 

application for ZONE CHANGE from R-O/R-1, Residential/Office/Single 

Family Residential to C-2 General Commercial, as submitted by Ida Faye 

Woodfield, for property located on Klondyke Road in conjunction with the 

Planning Commission’s consideration to expand said request to include 

the entire R-O Residential Office zone district along Klondyke Road as 

follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that fifteen (15) notices of public hearing were 

sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to property owners within 

two hundred (200’) feet of the subject property. Said return receipts were 

ordered as part of the record of these proceedings: 
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The Clerk further reported that she did cause to be published in 

the Sun Herald, a newspaper with general circulation in the City of Long 

Beach and published in Harrison County, Legal Notice, Public Hearing, 

as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 The Vice Chairman recognized, Maria Cobb and Billy Guise, 

Attorneys representing Keesler Federal Credit Union; Tammy Brister, 

Vice-President of Branch Operations for Keesler Federal Credit Union 

(KFCU); and Jerry Caldwell, Board member of KFCU to speak on behalf 

of the applicant to state the following: 

 Applicant submitted for the record a petition of 1001 signatures 

from members of KFCU that live and/or work in the City of Long Beach 

that are in favor the project. (on file in Planning / Zoning Office) 

 The request does not constitute “spot zoning”. They are asking to 

extend the existing commercial zone district south. 

 There has been significant change in the character of the 

neighborhood, noting two (2) letters included in application, due to the 

development of two churches along Klondyke Road. 

 Klondyke Road is becoming the commercial corridor for the City of 

Long Beach. 

 KFCU is adhering to the Master Plan that the City of Long Beach 

has adopted. Which states Klondyke Road is a commercial corridor in 

Long Beach. 

 KFCU has searched other locations within the City and there is no 

other property available to accommodate them. 

 

*   * 

 

 The Vice Chairman opened the floor for public comments in favor 

of the request and the following came forward: 

Ida Faye Woodfield, owner of the subject property. 

 

Ruby Blackwell, 21454 Womack Lane, Long Beach, MS, stated the City 

needs this project to help with the schools and taxes. 

 

Claire Leatherwood, 20 Oakmont Place, City is in need of development. 

 

Luther Conn, 546 Klondyke Road, representing the Masonic Lodge, 

stated that 150 members of the lodge voted in favor of the project. 

 

*   * 
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 The Vice Chairman opened the floor for public comments in 

opposition of the request and the following came forward: 

 

 Abner Oglesby, counselor at law, Deutsch, Kerrigan & stiles, 

Gulfport, MS, representing Jack and Dianne Donovan, 109 Summer 

Lane, Long Beach, MS submitted the following: 
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 Jack Donovan, 111 Summer Lane, stated he is for the project but 

against the rezoning of residential property to Commercial and feels the 

request should not be approved to accommodate this one entity.   

 John Goodman, 109 Summer Lane, stated if approved, the project 

would abut against his property, causing drainage onto his property, the 

security lighting at night from the building would illuminate his property, 

and that there is a current traffic problem turning on/off Klondyke Road 

this project would cause more traffic problems.  

 Leonard Carrubba, 105 Summer Lane, read letter submitted above 

for the record. 

 Connie Rolison, 18260 Commission Road, read letter written by 

Ryan Rolison, stating he was not against the project, but was against the 

rezoning of property to accommodate one business, that there is 

adequate commercial zoned property in Long Beach to be developed, 

concerns for his children’s safety with a bank building next to his 

property because of the robbery and illegal activity  

 Patricia Goodman, 109 Summer Lane, stated that a business 

should be welcomed into a community and not cause anxiety and 

confusion, there is commercial property in Long Beach that this project 

could happen on. 

 Steve Nicosia, 515 GulfView Avenue, submitted letter above for the 

record. 

 Chris Hare, 18032 Allen Road, stated he was against the rezoning 

because there is plenty of commercial property in Long Beach. Believes 

KFCU is only proposing to build on this property because it’s zoned 

residential and the purchase price is more economical than buying 

commercial property. Stated there has been no change in the character 

of the neighborhood, that rezoning of the property would be unfair to 

commercial businesses, and by rezoning this property the City is sending 

the wrong message to developers and residential home owners. 

 Marcia Kruse, 19015 Redbud Drive, stated that the Master Plan for 

the City of Long Beach was a concept to be used in the next 20 plus 

years, the Mississippi State Law states that for the purpose of rezoning 

the change in the character of the neighborhood needs to be in effect 

currently. Stated the City is in need of jobs and businesses but this is 

not the correct place because it is not zone commercial. KFCU has not 

meet the state requirements to be granted a zone change. 
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 Margaret Miskell, 4716 Ohio Avenue, Gulfport, MS, owns property 

on Klondyke Road, stated she is in support of whatever the board decides 

is best for the residence. 

 Dianne Donovan, 111 Summer Lane, stated she has concerns for 

the safety of the neighborhood with a project like KFCU. 

 

*    * 

 

 Planning Commission Vice-Chairman recognized, Billy Guice of 

Rushing & Guice Attorney at law, Ocean Springs, MS for rebuttal as 

follows: 

 A bank is not a safety issue in neighborhoods, there’s a branch 

currently located across from the Middle School 

The traffic count on Klondyke Road is eighty four hundred (8400), 

the bank completes approximately one thousand transactions per day, 

KFCU would not add any additional traffic onto Klondyke Road.  

The character of all neighborhoods changed after Hurricane 

Katrina. 

Klondyke Road has more commercial business located on it than 

residential houses, 

 KFCU paid experts to research on what is the prime location to 

build this project, they are proposing this location because Klondyke 

Road is the commercial corridor for the City of Long Beach and they are 

paying prime money for this location. 

12 locations have been studied in Long Beach and those locations 

are not being considered because of wetlands, drainage and traffic 

issues. 

Stated the request is not a request for “spot zoning”. It is a request 

to extend the already existing commercial zone to the south. 

KFCU would be an anchor for the area. 

 

    *    * 

 

 Commissioner Hill made motion seconded by Commissioner Lipski 

and unanimously carried to close the public hearing. 

 
    *    * 
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After considerable consideration Commissioner Serratto made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Yandell to approve the Zone Change 

from R-O/R-1, Residential/Office/Single Family Residential to C-3 

Neighborhood Commercial stating that the character of the neighborhood 

has changed with the development of the two churches along Klondyke 

Road.  

 The motion being put to a roll call vote by the Commission Vice 

Chairman the result was as follows: 

 

Commissioner Lipski  Nay 

Commissioner Serratto  Aye 

Commissioner Yandell  Aye 

Commissioner Warren  Nay 

Commissioner Hare  Nay 

Commissioner Hill  Nay 

 

 The question having received the negative vote of a majority of the 

Commissioners present and voting, and no substitute motion being made 

the Commission Vice Chairman declared the motion denied. 

 

******************************** 
 

 It came for consideration the public hearing to consider an 

application for a VARIANCE, as submitted by J & D Property, for 

property located on Klondyke Road as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported that twenty-two (22) notices of public hearing 

were sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to property owners 

within two hundred (200’) feet of the subject property. Said return 

receipts were ordered as part of the record of these proceedings: 
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The Clerk further reported that she did cause to be published in 

the Sun Herald, a newspaper with general circulation in the City of Long 

Beach and published in Harrison County, Legal Notice, Public Hearing, 

as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 The Commission Vice-Chairman recognized the applicant. He 

stated he was asking for a variance to allow him to build low rise 

apartments on each lot to qualify him for a MDA grant. 

*    * 

 The Commission Vice-Chairman opened the floor for public 

comment either in favor of or opposed to the request for Variance and no 

one came forward to be heard. 

    *    * 

 There being no public comment, Commissioner Yandell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Hill and unanimously carried to close 

the public hearing. 

*    * 

 After considerable discussion Commissioner Yandell made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Hare and unanimously carried to deny the 

request stating that the size of variances needed were in excess and the 

density would be too great for the area. 

******************************** 
 It came for discussion under OLD BUSINESS approval/review of 

the Comprehensive Plan, Smart Code and Architectural Guidelines. A 

work Session was scheduled for April 16, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. at the City 

Hall Complex located at 645 Klondyke Road in the I.T. Trailer. 

******************************** 
 There being no further business to come before the Planning 

Commission at this time Commissioner Yandell made motion seconded 

by Commissioner Hill and unanimously carried to ADJOURN the meeting 

until the next regularly scheduled meeting in due course. 

 

 

   APPROVED: 

 

            

   Commission Chairman, Frank Olaivar 

 

   Date:        

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Veronica Howard, Minute Clerk 


