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 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Long Beach 

Planning Commission of the City of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun 

and held at the Long Beach School District Central Office, 19148 

Commission Road, in said City and the same being the time and place 

fixed for holding said meeting.  

 

 There were present and in attendance on said Commission and at 

the meeting the following named persons: Commission Chairman Frank 

Olaivar, Commissioners Tony Vancourt, John Castleberry, Gretchen 

Loftus, Jacquie Lipski, Tonda Yandell, Dale Hare, Planning Commission 

Advisor Bill Hessell, Building Code Official Earl Levens and Minutes 

Clerk Veronica Howard. 

 

 Commissioner Danny Hansen and William “Chip” Williams were 

absent the meeting. 

 

    *    * 

 

 There being a quorum present and sufficient to transect the 

business of this regular scheduled meeting the following proceeding were 

had and done. 

    *    * 

 The meeting was called to order and the Commission Chairman 

stated that all decisions made at this meeting would need to be ratified 

by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen at their next regularly scheduled 

meeting of December 15, 2009, and subject to a ten-day appeal in time 

for a Public Hearing. 

 

    *    * 

 

 After careful review and consideration Commissioner Yandell made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Hare and unanimously carried to 

approve the Planning Commission Minutes of November 12, 2009 as 

submitted. 

 

********************** 
 

 The first agenda item was a public hearing for a six inch (6”) front 

yard setback Variance submitted by Ronald David Long as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported further that twelve (12) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to 

property owners within two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property. 

Said return receipts were ordered as part of the record of these 

proceedings: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in The Sun 

Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the City of Long Beach 

and published in Harrison County, LEGAL NOTICE, and PUBLIC 

HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication. 
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 Applicant came forward to state request. He stated that due to an 

error in the survey of the easement he is asking for a six inch (6”) front 

yard variance to allow him to build his home. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in favor of the 

request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in opposition 

of the request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 There being no further public comments Commissioner Yandell 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Vancourt and unanimously 

carried to close the public hearing. 

 

 After considerable discussion Commissioner Yandell made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Lipski and unanimously carried to approve 

the Variance as submitted. 

 

********************************* 
 
 

 The next item for consideration was a Public Hearing for a 

Variance (from Ordinance 568 ) to allow a residential dwelling that is less 

than the required eight hundred and fifty square feet (850 sq ft) of heated 

living space to be place at 407 South Nicholson Avenue submitted by 

Betty and George Nazaretian as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported further that twenty-six (26) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to 

property owners within two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property. 

Said return receipts were ordered as part of the record of these 

proceedings: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in The Sun 

Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the City of Long Beach 

and published in Harrison County, LEGAL NOTICE, and PUBLIC 

HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication. 
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 Due to the applicant’s late arrival Commission Chairman decided 

to move to the next agenda item. 

 
********************************* 

 

 The next item for consideration was a Public Hearing for a 

Variance (from Ordinance 568 ) to allow a residential dwelling that is less 

than the required eight hundred and fifty square feet (850 sq ft) of heated 

living space to be place at 20048 Watts Road submitted by William Bruce 

Watts as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported further that fourteen (14) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to 

property owners within two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property. 

Said return receipts were ordered as part of the record of these 

proceedings: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in The Sun 

Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the City of Long Beach 

and published in Harrison County, LEGAL NOTICE, and PUBLIC 

HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication. 
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 Applicant came forward to state request he stated he is currently 

living in on his property in the cottage, living on a fixed income and 

would like to permanently place the cottage on his lot.  

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in favor of the 

request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in opposition 

of the request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 Discussion was had pertaining to whether the Planning 

Commission had the authority to act on the Variances due to the fact 

that the request were being requested from Ordinance 568, which is part 

of the International Building Code and not Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 After discussion Commissioner Yandell made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Vancourt and unanimously carried to take no action on 

the request until an answer could be obtained from legal counsel as to 

whether the Planning Commission had authority to act on the request. 

 

********************************* 
 

 Chairman moved back to the first agenda item,  submitted by 

Betty and George Nazaretian. 

 

 Applicants came forward to state request, they stated that they 

were the owners of the lot and the cottage was for their daughter. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in favor of the 

request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in opposition 

of the request as follows: 
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 Suzane Deblanc, 401 East 1st Street, stated the property is 

currently not being maintained, there’s a swimming pool left from 

Katrina on the lot that’s not cleaned. 

 Suzanne Woodard, 411 East 4th Street, stated there are people that 

have fought the battle to rebuild their homes and placing the trailers on 

the lots will decrease the land value surrounding them. 

 

    *    *     

 Commission Advisor Bill Hessell stated that after speaking with the 

City’s attorney by phone that the Planning Commission did have the 

authority to act on the request from Ordinance 568, and to proceed with 

the public hearings in accordance with Zoning Ordinance 344, Section 

1203.3.3 VARIANCES. 

 

    *    *     

 

 There being no further public comments Commissioner Yandell 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Hare and unanimously carried 

to close the public hearing. 

 After discussion Commissioner Vancourt made motion seconded 

by Commissioner Hare to Deny the Variance request from Ordinance 

568, making reference to Zoning Ordinance 344, Section 1207.3, stating 

that the variance would not be in harmony with the purpose and intent 

of the ordinance and would be injurious to the neighborhood or the 

general welfare, the question being put to a roll call vote by the 

Chairman, the results were as follows: 

 Commissioner Vancourt   Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 Upon continued discussion regarding the validity of an abstained 

vote the Chairman determined his vote was needed, the aforementioned 

motion being put to a roll call vote again the motion was as follows: 

 Chairman Frank Olaivar  Aye 

 Commissioner Tony Vancourt  Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, Abstained 
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 Commissioner Loftus   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of all the 

Commissioners, present and voting, the Chairman declared the motion 

carried to deny the request. 

 

********************************* 
 
 Commissioner Vancourt made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Yandell and unanimously carried to CLOSE the aforementioned WATTS 

public hearing. 

 Commissioner Yandell made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Hare to RESCIND the motion to take no action on the aforementioned 

public hearing, and the question being put to a roll call vote by the 

Chairman, the results were as follows: 

 Commissioner Vancourt   Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 Due to the previous discussion regarding the validity of an 

abstained vote the Chairman determined his vote was needed, the 

aforementioned motion being put to a roll call vote again the motion was 

as follows: 

 Chairman Frank Olaivar  Aye 

 Commissioner Tony Vancourt  Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of all the 

Commissioners, present and voting, the Chairman declared the motion 

carried to RESCIND the aforementioned motion. 

 

    *     * 
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 After discussion Commissioner Vancourt made motion seconded 

by Commissioner Hare to Deny the Variance request from Ordinance 

568, making reference to Zoning Ordinance 344, Section 1207.3, stating 

that the variance would not be in harmony with the purpose and intent 

of the ordinance and would be injurious to the neighborhood or the 

general welfare, the question being put to a roll call vote by the 

Chairman, the results were as follows: 

 Commissioner Vancourt   Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 Due to the previous discussion regarding the validity of an 

abstained vote the Chairman determined his vote was needed, the 

aforementioned motion being put to a roll call vote again the motion was 

as follows: 

 Chairman Frank Olaivar  Aye 

 Commissioner Tony Vancourt  Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of all the 

Commissioners, present and voting, the Chairman declared the motion 

carried to deny the request. 

 
********************************* 

 
 The next item for consideration was a Public Hearing for a 

Variance (from Ordinance 568 ) to allow a residential dwelling that is less 

than the required eight hundred and fifty square feet (850 sq ft) of heated 

living space to be place at 607 Lynn Avenue submitted by Ronnie Rhea 

as follows: 
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 The Clerk reported further that twenty-three (23) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to 

property owners within two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property. 

Said return receipts were ordered as part of the record of these 

proceedings: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in The Sun 

Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the City of Long Beach 

and published in Harrison County, LEGAL NOTICE, and PUBLIC 

HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication. 
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 Applicant came forward to state request, he stated he was present 

to represent his disabled son, whose house was destroyed during 

Hurricane Katrina, he stated that MEMA was in the process of issuing 

his son a handicapped accessible cottage that would be eight hundred 

twelve square feet (812 sq ft) under roof, and that he is willing to add the 

additional square footage to meet or exceed the required eight hundred 

fifty square feet (850 sq ft), submitted for the record as follows: 
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 Building Code Official Earl Levens stated that a permit would be 

issued to the applicant and/or his son once plans were submitted 

showing the additional square footage. 

 Applicant withdrew his request. 

 
********************************* 

 

 The next item for consideration was a Public Hearing for a 

Variance (from Ordinance 568 ) to allow a residential dwelling that is less 

than the required eight hundred and fifty square feet (850 sq ft) of heated 

living space to be place at 220 Church Lane submitted by Darrell Savoy 

as follows: 

 

 



MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2009 
REGULAR MEETING 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 41 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2009 
REGULAR MEETING 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 42 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2009 
REGULAR MEETING 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 43 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2009 
REGULAR MEETING 

LONG BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 44 

 

 The Clerk reported further that twenty-six (26) notices of Public 

Hearing were sent by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, to 

property owners within two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property. 

Said return receipts were ordered as part of the record of these 

proceedings: 
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 The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in The Sun 

Herald, a newspaper with a general circulation in the City of Long Beach 

and published in Harrison County, LEGAL NOTICE, and PUBLIC 

HEARING, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication. 
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 Applicant came forward to state request. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in favor of the 

request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 The Chairman opened the floor for public comments in opposition 

of the request and no one came forward to be heard. 

 

 There being no further public comments Commissioner Yandell 

made motion seconded by Commissioner Vancourt and unanimously 

carried to close the public hearing. 

 

 After discussion Commissioner Vancourt made motion seconded 

by Commissioner Hare to Deny the request for a Variance from 

Ordinance 568, making reference to Zoning Ordinance 344, Section 

1207.3, stating that the variance would not be in harmony with the 

purpose and intent of the ordinance and would be injurious to the 

neighborhood or the general welfare, the question being put to a roll call 

vote by the Chairman, the results were as follows: 

 Commissioner Vancourt   Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 

 Due to the previous discussion regarding the validity of an 

abstained vote the Chairman determined his vote was needed, the 

aforementioned motion being put to a roll call vote again the motion was 

as follows: 

 Chairman Frank Olaivar  Aye 

 Commissioner Tony Vancourt  Aye 

 Commissioner Castleberry  Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Loftus   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Lipski   Present, Abstained 

 Commissioner Yandell   Aye 

 Commissioner Hare   Aye 
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 The question having received the affirmative vote of all the 

Commissioners, present and voting, the Chairman declared the motion 

carried to deny the request. 

 

    *    * 

 

 Noted for the record Commissioner Castleberry did not vote Aye or 

Nay due to fact that he felt that there was not enough information 

available as to if the Planning Commission had the authority to 

determine a Variance from the International Building Code and other 

aspects. 

 

********************************* 
 
 It came for consideration under OLD BUSINESS approval / review 

of the Comprehensive, Smart Code Plan and Architectural guidelines. 

 Work session was scheduled for Thursday, December 17, 2009, 

5:00 p.m., at the City Hall Complex, located at 645 Klondyke Road. 

 Planning Commission request a work session with the Mayor and 

Board of Aldermen on either Wednesday, January 6, 2010 or Wednesday, 

January 13, 2010, and ask that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen reply 

as to which date is best.  

 
********************************* 

 
 There being no further business to come before the Planning 

Commission at this time Commissioner Yandell made motion seconded 

by Commissioner Castleberry and unanimously carried to ADJOURN the 

meeting until the next regularly scheduled meeting in due course.  

 

   APPROVED: 

 

            

   Commission Chairman, Frank Olaivar 

 

   Date:        

ATTEST: 
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Veronica Howard, Minutes Clerk 


