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Be it remembered that a public hearings of the Long Beach Planning Commission of the City 

of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun at 5:30 o’clock p.m., Thursday, the 24th day of March 2016, 

in the Long Beach City Hall Meeting Room, 201 Jeff Davis Avenue, in said City, and the same being 

the time, date and place fixed for holding said public hearing. 

 There was present and in attendance on said Commission and at the public hearing the 

following named persons: Commission Chairman Frank Olaivar, Commissioners Donald Frazer, 

Randy Fischer, Jeff Hansen, Ron Robertson, Planning Commission Advisor/consultant Bill Hessell 

and minutes Clerk Veronica Howard. 

 Commissioners Jim Heinzel, Chris Carrubba, Nicholas Brown and Patricia Bennett were 

absent the public hearing. 

 There being a quorum present and sufficient to transact the business of this public hearing, 

the following proceedings were had and done. 

The public hearing was called to order to consider a variance request as follows: 
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The clerk reported that twenty-two (22) notices of public hearing were sent by certified mail, 

electronic return receipt, to property owners with two hundred feet (200’) of the subject property, 

notices were also posted on the bulletin boards at City Hall, the Building Official’s office, and the 

Water Department, 201 Jeff Davis Avenue; and at the Long Beach Public Library, 207 Jeff Davis 

Avenue. Said return receipts were ordered as part of these proceedings: 
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The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in the Sun Herald, a newspaper with 

general circulation in the City of Long Beach, and published in Harrison County, Leal Notice and 

Public Hearing, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 Commission Chairman recognized Dale Stennett to state the request, Mr. Stennett 

submitted for the record the following petition for people in favor of his request and pictures 

depicting the type of homes he has previously built as follows: 

 



MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2016 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Planning Commission Minutes 
March 24, 2016 

Page 12 of 53 

 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2016 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Planning Commission Minutes 
March 24, 2016 

Page 13 of 53 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2016 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Planning Commission Minutes 
March 24, 2016 

Page 14 of 53 

Mr. Stennett stated the following: 

 He as previously built quality homes in Long Beach. 

 He is bringing in tax revenue for the City.  

 The homes that he’s building are 1000 to 1500 sq. ft. 

 He builds custom homes; they are not cookie cutter.  

 He’s targeting south of the CSX railroad because people rebuilding want to be south of the 

tracks.  

*     * 

Commission Chairman asked for anyone speaking in favor or the request as follows: 
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*     * 

Commission Chairman called for anyone speaking in opposition of the request, the 

following was made part of the record:  
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 Terry Thomas, stated there is already a traffic problem through the neighborhood, to crowd 

in more homes would increase the problem. 

 Tony Harper, against additional small, rental property being built. 

 Mike Webb, against additional small, rental property being built. The City has ordinances 

for a reason. 

 Julie Berry, has lived on Trautman Avenue for years, paid the price to rebuild after 

Hurricane Katrina, against overcrowding the neighborhood. 

*  * 

Upon rebuttal, Mr. Stennett, stated that following: 

 The homes are not going to be rental or vacation homes, they are custom built 

homes. 

 The homes will be sold, not rental property. 

 There’s a house at 216 Trautman Avenue that has been dilapidated since Hurricane 

Katrina, that hasn’t brought anyone’s property value down. 

 City has approved similar variances. 

 There are just as many people that are in favor of his request that are against (petition 

submitted above.) 

*  * 

Commissioner Frazer made motion seconded by Commissioner Fischer and unanimously 

carried to close the public hearing. 

 

After review and discussion Commissioner Robertson made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Fischer and unanimously carried, to deny the request for variance, referencing the 

applicant’s application which states, “no hardship exist.” He further stated that Ord 598, Section 61 

(b) states, “a variance may be granted by the Board of Adjustments if it concluded that strict 

enforcement of the ordinance would result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship for the 

applicant….” He further stated that none of the other conditions for granting a variance, listed in 

Ord. 598, Section 61: Variances existed. 

 

********************************************** 

 

The next public hearing was called to order to consider a variance request as follows: 
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The clerk reported that twenty-four (24) notices of public hearing were sent by certified 

mail, electronic return receipt, to property owners with two hundred feet (200’) of the subject 

property, notices were also posted on the bulletin boards at City Hall, the Building Official’s office, 

and the Water Department, 201 Jeff Davis Avenue; and at the Long Beach Public Library, 207 Jeff 

Davis Avenue. Said return receipts were ordered as part of these proceedings: 
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The Clerk reported that she did cause to be published in the Sun Herald, a newspaper with 

general circulation in the City of Long Beach, and published in Harrison County, Leal Notice and 

Public Hearing, as evidence by the Publisher’s Proof of Publication as follows: 
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 Commission Chairman recognized Dale Stennett to state the request, Mr. Stennett 

submitted for the record the following petition for people in favor of his request and pictures 

depicting the type of homes he has previously built as follows: 
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Mr. Stennett stated the following: 

 The City has previous granted variances where no hardship existed. 

 The City previous granted variances and created non-conforming lots. 

 

*     * 

 

Commission Chairman asked for anyone speaking in favor or the request as follows: 
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*     * 

Commission Chairman called for anyone speaking in opposition of the request, the 

following was made part of the record:  
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 Tony Harper, stated the reason the house at 216 Trautman Avenue has not been torn down 

is because it has been tied up with attorneys. Concerns of traffic speeding through the 

neighborhood where children play. 

 Anne DiLorenzo, stated the reason 216 Trautman Avenue has not been torn down is because 

it has been tied up with attorneys, She and her husband kept that lot and the two subject 

lots mowed. This is an old neighborhood, it has a restored historical home and she’s against 

cutting up lots to build more homes for profit.  

 Melinda Harper, against overcrowding. 

 Anna Berry, splitting these lots and crowding in more homes in the neighborhood would 

change the character of the neighborhood. 

 David Berry, against crowding houses on the lots, it will cause degrading of the 

neighborhood. 

*  * 

Upon rebuttal, Mr. Stennett stated the following: 

 He has a plot of the surrounding lots and they are all different sizes. 

 The homes in the subdivision are mixed sizes. 

 Similar variances have been granted by the City creating smaller lots. 

 He’s building the homes to suite customers, his customers want smaller houses. 

 He’s spent more money building homes in Long Beach than any other builders. 

 The homes that he builds are usually 1100 sq. ft. and appraise for about $150,000. 

 

*  * 

Commissioner Hansen made motion seconded by Commissioner Frazer and unanimously 

carried to close the public hearing. 

 

After review and discussion Commissioner Robertson made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Fischer and unanimously carried, to deny the request for variance, referencing the 

applicant’s application which states, “no hardship exist.” He further stated that Ord 598, Section 61 

(b) states, “a variance may be granted by the Board of Adjustments if it concluded that strict 

enforcement of the ordinance would result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship for the 

applicant….” He further stated that none of the other conditions for granting a variance, listed in 

Ord. 598, Section 61: Variances existed. 
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********************************************** 

Be it remembered that a regular meeting of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun at 5:30 

o’clock p.m., Thursday, the 24th day of March 2016, in the Long Beach City Hall Meeting Room, 201 

Jeff Davis Avenue, in said City, and the same being the time, date and place fixed for holding said 

meeting. 

 There was present and in attendance on said Commission and at the meeting the following 

named persons Commission Chairman Frank Olaivar, Commissioners Donald Frazer, Randy 

Fischer, Jeff Hansen, Ron Robertson, Planning Commission Advisor/Consultant Bill Hessell and 

minutes Clerk Veronica Howard. 

 Commissioner(s) Jim Heinzel, Chris Carrubba, Nicholas Brown and Patricia Bennett were 

absent the meeting. 

 

There being a quorum present and sufficient to transact the business of this meeting, the 

following proceedings were had and done. 

 

********************************************** 

 

 Commissioner Robertson made motion seconded by Commissioner Frazer and 

unanimously carried to approve the regular meeting minutes of March 10, 2016 as submitted. 

 

********************************************** 

 

 It came for consideration under old business Planning Commission review of tourist 

homes, daily / weekly rentals. 

 Planning Commission Consultant / Advisor submitted for the following for review: 
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********************************************** 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Planning Commission at this time 

Commissioner Hansen made motion seconded by Commissioner Robertson and unanimously 

carried to adjourn the meeting until the next regular scheduled meeting in due course. 

    APPROVED: 

             

    Commission Chairman, Frank Olaivar 

 

 

    Date:      

ATTEST: 

         

Veronica Howard, Minutes Clerk 


