
PORT COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 19, 2009 

 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Port Commission of the 

City of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun and held at the Long Beach School 

District Central Office, 19148 Commission Road, in said City at 5:30 pm, it 

being the third Thursday in February, 2009, and the same being the time, 

date, and place fixed for holding said meeting.  There were present and in 

attendance on said Commission and at the meeting the following named 

persons:  Commission President Phil Kies, Vice President James Hancock, 

Secretary Barbara Reed via telephone, Commissioners, Kaye Couvillon, Chuck 

Ryan, Steve Nicosia, Port Attorney Bryan Vonder Bruegge, Harbor Master 

Calvin Poupart, and Deputy City Clerk Stacey Dahl. 

 Absent the meeting were Commissioners Mike Spruill, Vernon Ehlers, 

and Charles Purchner. 

 There being a quorum present and sufficient to transact the business of 

the Port Commission, the following proceedings were had and done. 

    ************************************ 

 The meeting was called to order and there were no amendments to the 

agenda. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Hancock made motion seconded by Commissioner Ryan 

and unanimously carried to approve the Port Minutes of January 15, 2009, as 

submitted. 

    ************************************ 

 Due to a delay in Mr. David Vicknair’s, Project Manager of Broaddus and 

Associates, arrival, it was the consensus of the commission to discuss Agenda 

Item V.  BUSINESS #1.  Harbormaster Structure As Improved Project and 

                      #2.  Harbor Construction Projects Update 

later during the course of this meeting. 

    ************************************ 

 There came on for consideration the proposed location of the Charter 

Boat Sign at the harbor, said document ordered spread upon the minutes of 

this meeting in words and figures as follows: 
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 After brief discussion, Commissioner Hancock made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Nicosia and unanimously carried to approve the placement of 

the sign as requested in the aforesaid letter. 

    ************************************ 

 There came on again for discussion, vehicle/non-boat trailer parking at 

the harbor.  A drawing was submitted by David Ball, City Engineer, regarding 

the allocation of all parking spaces available in the harbor parking lot west of 

South Cleveland Avenue.  Said drawing is available for review in the office of 

the City Clerk. 
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 After considerable discussion, Commissioner Hancock made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Kies to approve the aforementioned drawing of 

parking,  specifically designating vehicle/non-boat trailer and boat trailer 

parking.  The question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 

  Commissioner Nicosia  voted   Nay 
  Commissioner Ryan  voted   Aye 
  Commissioner Purchner  voted   Absent,not voting 
  Commissioner Reed  voted   Aye 
  Commissioner Kies  voted   Aye 
  Commissioner Hancock  voted   Aye 
  Commissioner Couvillon  voted   Nay 
  Commissioner Ehlers  voted   Absent,not voting 
  Commissioner Spruill  voted   Absent,not voting 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 

commissioners present and voting, the President declared the motion carried. 

    ************************************ 

 Upon continued discussion of parking at the harbor, Commissioner 

Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner Reed and unanimously 

carried to request Harrison County confirm, in writing, that boat trailers are 

allowed to park east of the harbor in the event of over-flow parking. 

    ************************************ 

 Upon further discussion, Commissioner Kies made motion seconded by 

Commissioner Hancock and unanimously carried to direct the Harbor Master 

to solicit quotes for striping the parking lot north of the fuel facility.  Said 

quotes will be presented to the commission for review at the March, 2009, 

meeting of the Port Commission. 

    ************************************ 

 Mr. David Vicknair, Project Manager of Broaddus and Associates, 

arrived; whereupon the matter of the Harbor Master structure as an improved 

project was considered.  The following documentation was ordered spread upon 

the minutes of this meeting in words and figures as follows: 
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 Discussion was held regarding the Harbor Master Structure and based 

upon information obtained from Mr. Vicknair, Commissioner Nicosia made 

motion seconded by Commissioner Couvillion and unanimously carried to 

approve the Harbor Master structure as an improved project and authorize 

Chief George Bass, Designated Agent, to execute the necessary documents. 

    ************************************ 

 The commission continued to recognize Mr. David Vicknair, and his 

submission of harbor project updates as follows:  
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 Upon discussion of leased properties destroyed by Hurricane Katrina, it 

was the consensus of the commission to request the firm of Broaddus and 

Associates pursue the possibility of FEMA funding for the rebuilding of the 

destroyed buildings. 

    ************************************ 

 There came on for discussion the Fuel Facility nearing completion at the 

harbor; whereupon the commission recognized the contractor, Mr. Ralph 

Byars, B & E Equipment Company, who was available to answer questions 

regarding a dock credit card system.  There was no action required or taken at 

this time. 

    ************************************ 

 There came on for discussion the CIAP Grant; whereupon Commissioner 

Kies apprised the commission that awards have been denied for harbors at this 

time.  The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and the Governor’s Office 

are requesting resubmission of applications for consideration.  Ms. Leah Bray, 

Principal/Environmental Scientist, with Natural Capital Development, Inc. 

(NCD), who had initially been retained for this grant submitted the following 

proposal: 
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 Commissioner Kies made motion seconded by Commissioner Nicosia and 

unanimously carried to enter into a contract with NCD, as stated in the 

aforesaid proposal, stipulating that estimate of time will not exceed twenty-five 

(25) hours. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Reed was no longer present via telephone. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Kies apprised the commission on the status of the 

Berthing Agreement as they pertain to compliance.  After considerable 

discussion, it was the consensus of the commission for Commissioner Kies to 
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draft another letter to those still not in compliance; noting that there was an 

excellent response after the initial letter. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Hancock made motion seconded by Commissioner Kies 

and unanimously carried to approve the bills as submitted on Dockets of 

Claims #HBR012009 and #HBR021709. 

    ************************************ 

 The commission recognized Mr. Bryan Vonder Bruegge for the Port 

Attorney’s report; whereupon it was the consensus of the commission to direct 

the Port Attorney to forward the document submitted by Les Knighten to the 

City’s insurance company for review. 

    ************************************ 

 The commission recognized Mr. Calvin Poupart for the Harbormaster’s 

report; of which, no action was required or taken. 

    ************************************ 

 There being no further business to come before the Port Commission at 

this time, Commissioner Hancock made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Couvillon and unanimously carried to adjourn until the next regular meeting in 

due course. 

    ************************************ 
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