
PORT COMMISSION MINUTES 
September 17, 2009 

 Be it remembered that a regular meeting of the Port Commission of the 

City of Long Beach, Mississippi, was begun and held at the Long Beach School 

District Central Office, 19148 Commission Road, in said City at 5:30 p.m. 

o’clock, it being the third Thursday in September, 2009, and the same being 

the time, date, and place fixed for holding said meeting.  There were present 

and in attendance on said Commission and at the meeting the following named 

persons:  Commission President Phil Kies, Vice President James Hancock, 

Secretary Barbara Reed, Commissioners David Marks, Rod Rishel, Chuck 

Ryan, Steve Nicosia, Charles Purchner, Vernon Ehlers, Harbormaster Calvin 

Poupart, Port Attorney James C. Simpson, Jr., and Deputy City Clerk Stacey 

Dahl. 

 There being a quorum present and sufficient to transact the business of 

the Port Commission, the following proceedings were had and done. 

    ************************************ 

 The meeting was called to order and there were no comments or 

amendments to the agenda. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner Hancock 

and unanimously carried to approve the Port Regular minutes of August 20, 

2009, and the Special Meeting minutes of September 4, 2009. 

    *    * 

 Commissioner Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner Ehlers 

and unanimously carried to approve the Port Executive Session minutes of 

August 25, 2009. 

    *    * 

 Commissioner Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner Hancock 

and unanimously carried to defer approval of the Port Executive Session 

minutes of August 20, 2009, until later during the course of this meeting and 

to amend the Recess Meeting minutes of August 25, 2009, (MB 6 Page 59) as 

follows: 

 There came on for discussion the 09/10 Port Budget, whereupon 

Commissioner Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner Hancock and 

unanimously carried to return the Admin Fees to $15,000 because the 

Harbor’s 2009-2010 budget projects an operating loss of approximately 

$93,000 and the proposed Administrative fee increase would increase that 

loss by approximately $17,000.   

    ************************************ 

 The commission recognized Mr. Ron Robertson, Project Manager with 

Broaddus and Associates.  Mr. Broaddus submitted project updates as follows: 
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 Discussion was held regarding the aforesaid projects and it was noted 

that FEMA has found the Chamber of Commerce Building, PW #6588, to be an 

eligible project for the Long Beach Port Commission. 

    *    * 

 Upon continued discussion regarding a possible alternate project of 

extending the southeast fishing pier, Commissoner Nicosia made motion 

seconded by Commissioner Reed and unanimously carried to appoint a 

committee to study  whether to extend the southeast or southwest fishing pier 

and all associated aspects, i.e. parking, usage, etc. 

    *    * 
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 Upon still further discussion regarding the Harbormaster Building, PW 

#5852, it was the consensus of the commission to direct Mr. David Ball, City 

Engineer, to draft preliminary plans in accordance with the aforesaid project 

worksheet,  in which an obligation has been made for a Bait Shop in the 

amount of $70,00 and building contents for $20,999.  

    ************************************ 

 There came on for consideration documentation regarding the Long 

Beach Bait and Tackle Lease. Said documentation ordered spread upon the 

minutes of this meeting in words and figures as follows: 
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 The commission acknowledged the release of the Bait Shop Lease, 

whereupon Commissioner Purchner made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Nicosia to deny Ms. Cazaubon’s request to be reimbursed for lease monies 

paid. 

    *    * 

 Commissioner Kies offered substitute motion seconded by Commissioner 

Ryan to refund one half (1/2) or fifty percent (50%) of the lease monies paid 

following the reduction in rent after Hurricane Katrina.  Monies to be refunded 
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at an undetermined time and subject to Port funding.  The question being put 

to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 

  Commissioner Reed  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Nicosia  voted  Nay 
  Commissioner Ryan  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Purchner  voted  Nay 
  Commissioner Kies  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Hancock  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Rishel  voted  Present, not voting 
  Commissioner Marks  voted  Aye  
  Commissioner Ehlers  voted  Aye 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of a majority of 

commissioners present and voting, the President declared the motion carried.  

    ************************************ 

 There was no one present to address the commission on agenda Item 

V. BUSINESS: 3.  SIGN REQUEST/PRO-RATE LEASE; JUSTIN ROLAND,  

therefore, no action was required or taken.  

    ************************************ 

 There came on for discussion Tidelands, whereupon a “history” of 

Tidelands Projects was ordered spread upon the minutes of this meeting as 

follows: 
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 Upon continued discussion regarding Tidelands, BIG (Boating 

Infrastructure Grant), and CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance Program), it was 

the consensus of the commission to invite Ms. Rhonda Price, representative of  

DMR (Department of Marine Resources) and Ms. Leah Bray, Grant Writer of 

CIAP, to attend the October 15, 2009, meeting of the Port Commission. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Rod Rishel had a prior commitment and left the meeting 

at 6:45 p.m. o’clock. 

    ************************************ 
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 There came on for consideration the increased Administrative Fees 

required from the Port Commission to the General and Water/Sewer Funds 

and approved by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen at their September 1, 2009, 

meeting. (Mayor and Board of Aldermen MB 65 pg 232) 

 After considerable discussion regarding the previous administrative fee of 

$15,000.00 and the increased fee of $32,802.00, effective October 1, 2009,  

Commissioner Hancock made motion seconded by Commissioner Ehlers and 

unanimously carried to authorize Commissioner Steve Nicosia to contact Ms. 

Rebecca E. Schruff, City Clerk, for further clarification on the  increased fee. 

    ************************************ 

 The Port Attorney was preliminarily absent the meeting and arrived at 

6:55 p.m. o’clock. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Ehlers made motion seconded by Commissioner Hancock 

and unanimously carried to approve bills as listed on Docket of Claims 

#HBR090109 and #HBR091509. 

    ************************************ 

 The commission recognized Mr. Calvin Poupart for the Harbormaster’s 

report.  Mr. Poupart requested the commission to reconsider allowing an 

awning to be installed on the relocated temporary harbormaster building.  After 

considerable discussion, it was the consensus of the commission to consider 

the request at the October 15, 2009, meeting of the commission, thus allowing 

commissioners to once again “survey” the location of an awning. 

 Brief discussion was held regarding the waiting list for slips; whereupon 

the commission requested the waiting list be submitted at the next meeting of 

the commission. 

    *    * 

 There came on for consideration the following request: 
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 It was the consensus of the commission to approve the aforesaid request. 

    ************************************ 

 There came on for consideration Blue Ridge Properties, LLC, whereupon 

Commissioner Kies made motion seconded by Commissioner Hancock to meet 

in executive session for the transaction of public business, to-wit: to discuss 

with and seek the legal advice and counsel of the Port Attorney regarding lease 

negotiations.  The question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as 

follows: 
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  Commissioner Reed  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Nicosia  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Ryan  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Purchner  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Kies  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Hancock  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Rishel  voted  Absent, not voting 
  Commissioner Ehlers  voted  Aye 
  Commissioner Marks  voted  Aye 

 The question having received the affirmative vote of all commissioners 

present and voting, the President declared the motion carried.  

    ************************************ 

 The meeting resumed in open session at 9:25 p.m. o’clock and based 

upon discussion held in executive session, it was determined that negotiations 

will continue at a recess meeting to be scheduled later during the course of this 

meeting. 

    ************************************ 

 Commissioner Nicosia made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Purchner and unanimously carried to approve the Port Executive Session 

minutes of August 20, 2009, as submitted. 

    ************************************ 

 There being no further business to come before the Port Commission at 

this time, Commissioner Purchner made motion seconded by Commissioner 

Hancock and unanimously carried to recess this meeting  until Thursday, 

September 24, 2009, at 5:30 p.m. o’clock, at the Central Fire Station Training 

Room, located at 645 Klondyke Road, Long Beach, Mississippi. 

    ************************************ 

       APPROVED: 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       PHIL KIES, PRESIDENT 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       DATE 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

STACEY DAHL, DEPUTY CITY CLERK   


